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My Dream Island in Humboldt County	Comment by Jim Graham: A short title including the topic and area of interest
By: Jim Graham	Comment by jim: Include your name but, since we are working towards professional reports, you don’t need to add the class name or the lab number.
13th of September, 2021	Comment by jim: Note that an abstract is not required or even recommended at this stage.
Introduction	Comment by Jim Graham: Includes background information on the topic and typically ends with the goals of the report.  Any facts that are stated should contain a citation to an entry in the bibliography.  	Comment by jim: Please use the standard styles in the Home tab for headings.  This allows visually impaired persons to read your papers with automatic readers and makes it easier for publishers to format your documents.
Islands provide refuge for many species but can also be threatened by invasive species (Davies 2018). Artificial islands can provide new refuges for species (Bayyinah 2006) but can also cause negative impacts on the environmental (Quinn 1996).  
This study creates the design for a new artificial island to be created off the coast of Northern Californian (Figure 1).  The island is the intended retirement home for the author.	Comment by jim: Figures follow the paragraph that refers to them.

[image: ]	Comment by jim: Locator maps can be relatively simple with just enough information for the reader to know where the site is.  Because this map is showing a large and easily recognizable area, it does not need a scale bar or north arrow.	Comment by jim: As a rule of thumb, maps for reports should be no larger than six inches in any direction.  For reports submitted in this class, a locator map should typically be four inches square (4” x 4”) and detail maps should be six inches square (6” x 6”).   A more complete description of how to make and format these maps can be found on the Geospatial (GSP) Website, under Creating Reports in MS-Word that Contain Spatial Data.
Right click on the map and give it a solid line around the border to fix the missing neat line on the right.

Figure 1 Map showing the location of the island off the cost of Humboldt County within California.  	Comment by jim: Figure captions appear below figures, table captions appear above tables.
Methods	Comment by Jim Graham: Methods and results sections are typical in scientific articles and can be replaced by other sections based on the content of the report.
Data was downloaded from the Natural Earth website for the background of the locator map (naturalearthdata.com).  The island was digitized in ArcGIS Pro version 2.4.0 from Esri, Inc. The background for the island map was added in ArcGIS and attributed to Esri, Maxar, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community.  The final report was prepared in Microsoft Word 2016. 	Comment by jim: Your methods section should contain a narrative or summary of the steps performed during the lab assignment. You should describe the techniques and the tools you used to complete your work. This is also the place to discuss in detail how your data was collected or manipulated prior to, and during, analysis.  Make sure that you cite all sources, including website addresses if the data was downloaded.  It’s also important to include the date of the source in appropriate citation format.  More information on correct use of citations can be obtained from the “Citing Your Sources” library guide, last modified December 7, 2015 (http://libguides.humboldt.edu/cite).  Acronyms and short names should always be identified on first use, for your information (FYI).  Thereafter, you may use the acronym or abbreviation by itself.
	Comment by jim: Short URLs can be inserted into the prose.  Longer ones need to be added to the reference section and cited.	Comment by jim: Always provide the full name of the software and the organization that created it.
Results	Comment by Jim Graham: All results sections must start with prose.  Results are typically short and just describe the results without discussion and refer to the figures and table.
Our work resulted in two islands with the larger having an area of 100,347 hectares and the smaller being 12,560 hectares.	Comment by jim: Use SI units unless you have a reason not to.  Digits after the decimal are rarely needed except in engineering documents.
[image: ]	Comment by jim: There is little room for maps in reports so keep them simple!  The background cannot contain tiny or cut off text so don’t use an Esri background with labels.

Figure 2 Map of the Big Island and Little Island off the coast of Humboldt County
	Comment by jg2345: If your map creates a line break, that is ok.  It’s better to have a good-looking map on the next page then one that is too small to fill white space.
Conclusion	Comment by Jim Graham: Restate the primary findings of your report and the next steps.  If you have enough material for a discussion, add it as an additional section.  Otherwise, just add it as a few sentences to your conclusion.
This report shows that a large island could be created off the coast of Humboldt County for me to retire at.  However, additional work will be needed to determine the cost of the island and the potential environmental impacts.
Acknowledgements	Comment by Jim Graham: This is an optional section but should be included especially if you have funders who sponsored the work.  Thank them and anyone else you received help and resources (data, software, space, etc.) from.
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Appendix A 	Comment by jim: Add appendices for anything else you want to include such as code and data sheets.
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